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Giovanni Battista Rubini (1794-1854) was a legendary tenor and the first 19th-century non-castrati male
singer to become an international star of opera. The previous two centuries had been the era of the castrati,
with tenors and basses relegated to character and supporting roles in the operas of their time. Rubini stood
apart because he not only matched the castrati in coloratura and pathos, but he also had an extraordinarily
high voice. With Rubini’s rise, and in his wake, several tenors came to sing roles written specifically for
them by Rossini, Bellini, Donizetti, and many other lesser-known bel canto composers. Signaling the end of
the dominance of castrati on stage, this period would last some 40 years until the advent of Grand Opera,
Wagner, and Verdi and the appearance of the first so-called High C from the chest by Gilbert-Louis Duprez
in 1837. Since then, the accepted tenor sound has followed the tradition epitomized by Enrico Caruso and, in
our own era, Luciano Pavarotti and Placido Domingo.

Many composers, conductor, and performers would come to regard bel canto dramatic operas as decorative
and vapid until Maria Callas and Tulio Serafin demonstrated the heights this genre of opera could reach.
However, opera directors and opera performers of late who have expressed an interest in reviving selected
masterpieces from the bel canto tradition have found themselves confronted with the problem of locating
tenors versed in the vocal techniques necessary to carry the high tessituras. In Giovanni Battista Rubini and
the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique, Dan H. Marek explores the extraordinary life of Rubini in
order to frame this special period in the history of opera and connect the technique of the castrati who were
among Rubini’s instructors. Drawing on the work of Berton Coffin, Marek offers long-sought answers to the
challenges presented by high tessitura of bel canto operas for tenors. To further assist working singers,
Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors includes over 60 pages of exercises written by Rubini
himself before 1840, which Marek, for the first time ever has adapted to acoustical phonetics.

Professional singers, teachers and their students, vocal coaches, and opera conductors will find this work
indispensable as the only English-language work on high tessitura for tenor and soprano singing.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

The book Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique for being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Giovanni Battista Rubini and the
Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Hennessy:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel
Canto Tenors: History and Technique book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Frank Anderson:

Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique yet doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Marjorie Thompson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique when you essential



it?
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