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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Dresden
Technical University, course: HS Outstanding Film Directors, 7 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: In this paper for the seminar “Outstanding Film Directors” I want to analyze two movies
by Joel and Ethan Coen, namely "Fargo" (1996) and "The Big Lebowski", its successor from the year 1998.
After introducing the movies along with their characters, storylines, symbolism, and other relevant issues, I
am planning on pointing out to what extend they are similar and typically ‘Coen-esque’, and how they differ.
Special attention will be paid to the kidnapping-theme used in both movies, to the display of violence, and to
the stylistic devices, especially to those that define the various genres (detective story, western, etc.) utilized
by the directors. The way the Coens play with the expectations of their viewers and critics is also supposed
to be a topic of this work.
However, before I begin my paper, I would like to introduce the directors to the reader. Joel and Ethan Coen,
often referred to as the Coen brothers or the “two-headed director”, were born in St. Louis Park, Minnesota
in 1954 and 1957 respectively. While Joel is always credited as the director, Ethan only appears as the
producer. In reality though, both of them write, direct, and produce their movies, and also do the cutting,
which might be one reason for their aforementioned nickname. Moreover, this fact underlines the
humongous influence they have on the resulting product, as all the crucial production steps are carried into
execution by them. It also explains the perfectionism to which they attach great importance. As the Coens
have a clear vision of their movie-to-be and thus work hard at the preproduction, they will never accept
improvisation. Rumor has it that every ‘yah’ in Fargo was actually scripted (Kilzer, p. 167). It is common
knowledge in the business that ad-lib performances are not something these two directors appreciate.
Little is known about their private life because the Coen brothers set value on keeping it out of the public
eye. But since they do not include self-depictions or references to their lives in their films, even though many
critics suppose so, this fact will not prevent the subsequent discussion of the two named movies.
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From reader reviews:

Omar Carter:

The book A Coen-Kidnapping - One Topic, Two Realizations make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Coen-Kidnapping - One
Topic, Two Realizations for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like start and read a guide A Coen-Kidnapping - One Topic, Two Realizations. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Byron Angle:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this A Coen-Kidnapping - One Topic, Two
Realizations book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Erica Northern:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take A Coen-Kidnapping - One Topic, Two Realizations as the daily
resource information.

Jesse Eriksen:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is A Coen-Kidnapping - One Topic, Two Realizations.
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