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Fans of Douglas Hofstadter, Daniel Bennet, and Richard Dawkins (as well as science buffs and readers of
Wired Magazine) will revel in Aaron Lynch’s groundbreaking examination of memetics—the new study of
how ideas and beliefs spread. What characterizes a meme is its capacity for displacing rival ideas and beliefs
in an evolutionary drama that determines and changes the way people think. Exactly how do ideas spread,
and what are the factors that make them genuine thought contagions? Why, for instance, do some beliefs
spread throughout society, while others dwindle to extinction? What drives those intensely held beliefs that
spawn ideological and political debates such as views on abortion and opinions about sex and sexuality?By
drawing on examples from everyday life, Lynch develops a conceptual basis for understanding memetics.
Memes evolve by natural selection in a process similar to that of Genes in evolutionary biology. What makes
an idea a potent meme is how effectively it out-propagates other ideas. In memetic evolution, the “fittest
ideas” are not always the truest or the most helpful, but the ones best at self replication.Thus, crash diets
spread not because of lasting benefit, but by alternating episodes of dramatic weight loss and slow regain.
Each sudden thinning provokes onlookers to ask, “How did you do it?” thereby manipulating them to
experiment with the diet and in turn, spread it again. The faster the pounds return, the more often these
people enter that disseminating phase, all of which favors outbreaks of the most pathogenic diets. Like a
software virus traveling on the Internet or a flu strain passing through a city, thought contagions proliferate
by programming for their own propagation. Lynch argues that certain beliefs spread like viruses and evolve
like microbes, as mutant strains vie for more adherents and more hosts. In its most revolutionary aspect,
memetics asks not how people accumulate ideas, but how ideas accumulate people. Readers of this intriguing
theory will be amazed to discover that many popular beliefs about family, sex, politics, religion, health, and
war have succeeded by their “fitness” as thought contagions.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

Here thing why this specific Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads Through Society: The New Science Of
Memes are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads
Through Society: The New Science Of Memes giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads
Through Society: The New Science Of Memes. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Thought Contagion: How Belief
Spreads Through Society: The New Science Of Memes in e-book can be your alternate.

Evelyn Garcia:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Thought Contagion: How Belief
Spreads Through Society: The New Science Of Memes is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Homer Anderson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the information
or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads Through Society: The New Science Of Memes, it is possible to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Clara Duke:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads
Through Society: The New Science Of Memes book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good



manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still uncertainty Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads Through Society: The New Science Of Memes
as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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