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"Always with one foot planted firmly in the academy and the other in the church, James Thompson has given
us a highly insightful, theologically rich, and timely study of the apostle Paul's view of the church--one of the
best Pauline ecclesiologies in print. Thompson argues compellingly that Paul's first-century vision of the
church as a distinctive community speaks clearly to the twenty-first century. This excellent volume should be
studied not only by students of Paul but also by all who are (rightly) concerned about the identity and
mission of the church today."
--Michael J. Gorman, St. Mary's Seminary & University, Baltimore, Maryland

"The Church according to Paul is as challenging as it is clever. It is clever because Thompson takes
contemporary visions of the church and replaces the language of their proponents with Paul's own language,
thereby upturning today's categories. It is challenging because it virtually dares those who are concerned
with the state of the church today to rethink the church according to the mind of Paul. All in all, The Church
according to Paul is a useful and quite valuable read for anyone interested in either the church or the Bible,
perhaps even both."
--Raymond F. Collins, Brown University

"Diagnoses of the church's problems and prescriptions for its flourishing abound. As James Thompson
wisely observes, however, most contemporary discussion of the church shows little evidence of engagement
with the letters of Paul. In this careful volume, Thompson studies the church in Paul's words and his work, in
the hope that Paul's rich wisdom might have its rightful place in contemporary Christian reflection."
--Beverly Roberts Gaventa, Baylor University

"In this stunning and much-needed study of Pauline ecclesiology, Thompson offers far more than careful
historical scholarship concerning the apostle's understanding of church. While his analysis provides a first-
class treatment of Paul's letters as first-century documents, he also rediscovers ideas that speak to the
contemporary church. The result of Thompson's work is that rare learned book that is grounded in sure-
footed and careful biblical scholarship yet speaks powerfully to the church today about its role and outreach
to modern society. A scintillating achievement that is vital for the church as it seeks to understand its
continuing role in the wider secular culture."
--Paul Foster, School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Church according to Paul:
Rediscovering the Community Conformed to Christ is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Craig Baker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But
also they write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this
planet always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to
their book. One of them is this The Church according to Paul: Rediscovering the Community Conformed to
Christ.

David Bolds:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Church according to Paul: Rediscovering
the Community Conformed to Christ can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one
book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let's have The Church according to Paul: Rediscovering the Community Conformed to Christ.

Lillie Granado:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Church according to Paul:
Rediscovering the Community Conformed to Christ as well as others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In



some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Church according to Paul: Rediscovering the
Community Conformed to Christ to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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