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Prior to 1914, Germany dominated the worldwide production of synthetic organic dyes and pharmaceuticals
like aspirin. When World War I disrupted the supply of German chemicals to the United States, American
entrepreneurs responded to the shortages and high prices by trying to manufacture chemicals domestically.
Learning the complex science and industry, however, posed a serious challenge. This book explains how the
United States built a synthetic organic chemicals industry in World War I and the 1920s. Kathryn Steen
argues that Americans' intense anti-German sentiment in World War I helped to forge a concentrated effort
among firms, the federal government, and universities to make the United States independent of "foreign
chemicals."

Besides mobilization efforts to make high explosives and war gases, federal policies included protective
tariffs, gathering and publishing market information, and, most dramatically, confiscation of German-owned
chemical subsidiaries and patents. Meanwhile, firms and universities worked hard to develop scientific and
manufacturing expertise. Against a backdrop of hostilities and intrigue, Steen shows how chemicals were
deeply entwined with national and international politics and policy during the war and subsequent
isolationism of the turbulent early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The American Synthetic Organic Chemicals
Industry: War and Politics, 1910-1930 book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Marcus Leiva:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The American
Synthetic Organic Chemicals Industry: War and Politics, 1910-1930.

Sharon Chacko:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book The American Synthetic Organic Chemicals Industry: War and Politics,
1910-1930 was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Jared Hoskins:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book The American Synthetic Organic Chemicals Industry: War and Politics, 1910-1930
we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life by this book The American Synthetic Organic Chemicals Industry: War and Politics, 1910-
1930. You can more attractive than now.
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