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The little-known story of the dramatic political maneuverings and personalities behind the creation of the
office of the president, with ramifications that continue to this day.
 
On June 1, 1787, when the Federal Convention first talked of establishing a new executive branch, James
Wilson moved that “the Executive consist of a single person.” To us this might sound obvious, but not so at
the time. Americans had just won their independence from an autocratic monarch, and they feared that a
single leader might commandeer power or oppress citizens. Should the framers even flirt with one-man rule?
For the first and only time that summer, there was silence. Not one of the loquacious delegates dared speak
up.
 
Eventually Benjamin Franklin rose, then others. James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and George Mason
joined the debate, and for three months their deliberations continued. By early September the framers had
made up their minds. A chief executive, the “president,” would be appointed by Congress to serve for seven
years. He could not be reelected, and his powers were tightly constrained. He could neither negotiate treaties
nor appoint Supreme Court justices and ambassadors. The Senate would do all that.
 
Suddenly, less than two weeks before the convention adjourned, all this changed. How? And who made it
happen? Enter Gouverneur Morris, the flamboyant, peg-legged hero of this saga, who pushed through his
agenda with amazing political savvy and not a little bluster and deceit. For the first time, by focusing closely
on the give-and-take of the convention’s dynamics, Ray Raphael reveals how politics and personalities
cobbled together a lasting, but flawed, institution.
 
Charting the presidency as it evolved during the administrations of Washington, Adams, and Jefferson,
Raphael shows how, given the Constitution’s broad outlines, the president’s powers could easily be
augmented but rarely diminished. Today we see the result—an office that has become more sweeping, more
powerful, and more inherently partisan than the framers ever intended. And the issues of 1787—whether the
Electoral College, the president’s war powers, or the extent of executive authority—continue to stir our
political debates.
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

The book Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a Chief Executive make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a Chief Executive to become your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created
a Chief Executive. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Margaret Parker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Mr. President: How and Why
the Founders Created a Chief Executive is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donna Eldridge:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a
Chief Executive or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes
Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a Chief Executive to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Cruz Fleury:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a Chief Executive. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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