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The American revolutionaries themselves believed the change from monarchy to republic was the essence of
the Revolution. King and People in Provincial Massachusetts explores what monarchy meant to
Massachusetts under its second charter and why the momentous change to republican government came
about.

Richard L. Bushman argues that monarchy entailed more than having a king as head of state: it was an
elaborate political culture with implications for social organization as well. Massachusetts, moreover, was
entirely loyal to the king and thoroughly imbued with that culture.

Why then did the colonies become republican in 1776? The change cannot be attributed to a single thinker
such as John Locke or to a strain of political thought such as English country party rhetoric. Instead, it was
the result of tensions ingrained in the colonial political system that surfaced with the invasion of
parliamentary power into colonial affairs after 1763.

The underlying weakness of monarchical government in Massachusetts was the absence of monarchical
society -- the intricate web of patronage and dependence that existed in England. But the conflict came from
the colonists' conception of rulers as an alien class of exploiters whose interest was the plundering of the
colonies. In large part, colonial politics was the effort to restrain official avarice.

The author explicates the meaning of "interest" in political discourse to show how that conception was
central in the thinking of both the popular party and the British ministry. Management of the interest of royal
officials was a problem that continually bedeviled both the colonists and the crown. Conflict was perennial
because the colonists and the ministry pursued diverging objectives in regulating colonial officialdom.
Ultimately the colonists came to see that safety against exploitation by self-interested rulers would be
assured only by republican government.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve King and People in Provincial Massachusetts
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Mary Richards:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of King and People in Provincial
Massachusetts (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) to read.

Ben Papenfuss:

The book King and People in Provincial Massachusetts (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) will bring that you the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suited to you. The book King and People in Provincial Massachusetts (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Tiffany Hernandez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be King and People in Provincial Massachusetts (Published for
the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) why because the
great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to



pick up this book.
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