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The Age of Irreverence tells the story of why China’s entry into the modern age was not just traumatic, but
uproarious. As the Qing dynasty slumped toward extinction, prominent writers compiled jokes into
collections they called "histories of laughter." In the first years of the Republic, novelists, essayists and
illustrators alike used humorous allegories to make veiled critiques of the new government. But, again and
again, political and cultural discussion erupted into invective, as critics gleefully jeered and derided rivals in
public. Farceurs drew followings in the popular press, promoting a culture of practical joking and
buffoonery. Eventually, these various expressions of hilarity proved so offensive to high-brow writers that
they launched a concerted campaign to transform the tone of public discourse, hoping to displace the old
forms of mirth with a new one they called youmo (humor).

Christopher Rea argues that this period—from the 1890s to the 1930s—transformed how Chinese people
thought and talked about what is funny. Focusing on five cultural expressions of laughter—jokes, play,
mockery, farce, and humor—he reveals the textures of comedy that were a part of everyday life during
modern China’s first "age of irreverence." This new history of laughter not only offers an unprecedented and
up-close look at a neglected facet of Chinese cultural modernity, but also reveals its lasting legacy in the
Chinese language of the comic today and its implications for our understanding of humor as a part of human
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Age of
Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Celia Redmond:

This The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in
China can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
people. Beside that this The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Yolanda Ocasio:

Typically the book The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Age of Irreverence: A New History of
Laughter in China is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Esparza:

This The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Age of
Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired
even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better
life in addition to knowledge.
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