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This book compares the beginning of symbolic thought in human infancy with that of our close primate
relatives, the chimpanzees. The author investigates the precursors of symbolism by studying the actions and
interactions of a small group of these intelligent, non-human primates who live in Singapore Zoo.

Drawing upon his years of detailed observations, Matthews offers an in-depth analysis and interpretation of
chimp behaviour to present an unprecedented account of the beginnings of symbolic thought. The book
shows that the actions the chimpanzees perform have structural and semantic similarities with the actions of
emergent expression and representation we find in human infancy. Of great importance is the finding that
chimpanzee mark-making activity is not an artefact of human interference, but part of chimpanzee culture.
Young chimpanzees seem to be introduced to acts of pretence and imagination by older and more
experienced ones and taught the rudiments of expression, representation and symbolism.

The implications for our understanding of symbolism, language, art and education are enormous, as are those
about our origins and our place within nature. The book is written in an accessible style for both specialist
and non-specialist readers, and illustrated with the author’s drawings and photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Here thing why that Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and
Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and Symbolism in
Human and Non-Human Primates giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development
of Expression, Representation and Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Starting from
Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and Symbolism in Human and Non-
Human Primates in e-book can be your alternate.

Christina Mundell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Starting from Scratch: The
Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
can pick Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and Symbolism
in Human and Non-Human Primates become your own starter.

Carol Pyles:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top list
in your reading list is usually Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression,
Representation and Symbolism in Human and Non-Human Primates. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

John Hagen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was



given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
Starting from Scratch: The Origin and Development of Expression, Representation and Symbolism in
Human and Non-Human Primates.
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