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This book investigates architecture as a form of diplomacy in the context of the Second World War at six
major European international and national expositions that took place between 1937 and 1959. The volume
gives a fascinating account of architecture assuming the role of the carrier of war-related messages, some of
them camouflaged while others quite frank. The famous standoffs between the Stalinist Russia and the Nazi
Germany in Paris 1937, or the juxtaposition of the USSR and USA pavilions in Brussels 1958, are examples
of very explicit shows of force. The book also discusses some less known - and more subtle - messages,
revealed through an examination of several additional pavilions in both Paris and Brussels; of a series of
expositions in Moscow; of the Universal Exhibition in Rome that was planned to open in 1942; and of
Londonâ€™s South Bank Exposition of 1951: all of them related, in one way or another, to either an
anticipation of the global war or to its horrific aftermaths. A brief discussion of three pre-World War II
American expositions that are reviewed in the Epilogue supports this point. It indicates a significant
difference in the attitude of American exposition commissioners, who were less attuned to the looming war
than their European counterparts. The book provides a novel assessment of modern architectureâ€™s
involvement with national representation. Whether in the service of Fascist Italy or of Imperial Japan, of
Republican Spain or of the post-war Franquista regime, of the French Popular Front or of socialist
Yugoslavia, of the arising FRG or of capitalist USA, of Stalinist Russia or of post-colonial Britain,
exposition architecture during the period in question was driven by a deep faith in its ability to represent
ideology. The book argues that this widespread confidence in architectureâ€™s ability to act as a propaganda
tool was one of the reasons why Modernist architecture lent itself to the service of such different masters.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of
Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture).

Paul Kline:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Architecture of Great Expositions
1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). All type of book is it
possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Beulah Scherr:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages
of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

John Dame:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies
in Architecture) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative
person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly
be doubt to change your life at this time book Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of
Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can more attractive than now.
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