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Since 2005, Thailand has been in crisis, with unprecedented political instability and the worst political
violence seen in the country in decades. In the aftermath of a military coup in 2006, Thailand’s press
freedom ranking plunged, while arrests for lèse-majesté have skyrocketed to levels unknown in the modern
world. Truth on Trial in Thailand traces the 110-year trajectory of defamation-based laws in Thailand. The
most prominent of these is lèse-majesté, but defamation aspects also appear in laws on sedition and treason,
the press and cinema, anti-communism, contempt of court, insulting of religion, as well as libel. This book
makes the case that despite the appearance of growing democratization, authoritarian structures and urges
still drive politics in Thailand; the long-term effects of defamation law adjudication has skewed the way that
Thai society approaches and perceives "truth."

Employing the work of Habermas, Foucault, Agamben, and Schmitt to construct an alternative framework to
understand Thai history, Streckfuss contends that Thai history has become "suspended" since 1958, and
repeatedly declining to face the truth of history has set the stage for an endless state of crisis.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of South East Asian politics, Asian history, and media
and communication.

David Streckfuss is an independent scholar who has lived in Thailand for more than 20 years. His work
primarily concerns human rights, and political and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to
endure than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Truth on
Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia) book as beginner and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Alberta Townsend:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Truth on Trial in
Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Fernando Gallimore:

The book untitled Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast
Asia) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice read.

Billy Doyle:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason,
and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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