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More than a decade after Jack Gilbert’s The Great Fires, this highly anticipated new collection shows the
continued development of a poet who has remained fierce in his avoidance of the beaten path. In Refusing
Heaven, Gilbert writes compellingly about the commingled passion, loneliness, and sometimes surprising
happiness of a life spent in luminous understanding of his own blessings and shortcomings: “The days and
nights wasted . . . Long hot afternoons / watching ants while the cicadas railed / in the Chinese elm about the
brevity of life.” Time slows down in these poems, as Gilbert creates an aura of curiosity and wonder at the
fact of existence itself. Despite powerful intermittent griefs–over the women he has parted from or the one
lost to cancer (an experience he captures with intimate precision)–Gilbert’s choice in this volume is to
“refuse heaven.” He prefers this life, with its struggle and alienation and delight, to any paradise. His work is
both a rebellious assertion of the call to clarity and a profound affirmation of the world in all its aspects. It
braces the reader in its humanity and heart.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Refusing Heaven. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Refusing Heaven. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Reinaldo Downs:

This Refusing Heaven are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason
of this Refusing Heaven can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Refusing Heaven giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Harry Baxter:

Often the book Refusing Heaven will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very
ideal to you. The book Refusing Heaven is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Steve Henry:

The particular book Refusing Heaven has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before
write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.
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