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Lines of the Nation radically recasts the history of the Indian railways, which have long been regarded as
vectors of modernity and economic prosperity. From the design of carriages to the architecture of stations,
employment hierarchies, and the construction of employee housing, Laura Bear explores the new public
spaces and social relationships created by the railway bureaucracy. She then traces their influence on the
formation of contemporary Indian nationalism, personal sentiments, and popular memory. Her probing study
challenges entrenched beliefs concerning the institutions of modernity and capitalism by showing that these
rework older idioms of social distinction and are legitimized by forms of intimate, affective politics.

Drawing on historical and ethnographic research in the company town at Kharagpur and at the Eastern
Railway headquarters in Kolkata (Calcutta), Bear focuses on how political and domestic practices among
workers became entangled with the moralities and archival technologies of the railway bureaucracy and
illuminates the impact of this history today. The bureaucracy has played a pivotal role in the creation of
idioms of family history, kinship, and ethics, and its special categorization of Anglo-Indian workers still
resonates. Anglo-Indians were formed as a separate railway caste by Raj-era racial employment and housing
policies, and other railway workers continue to see them as remnants of the colonial past and as a polluting
influence.

The experiences of Anglo-Indians, who are at the core of the ethnography, reveal the consequences of
attempts to make political communities legitimate in family lines and sentiments. Their situation also
compels us to rethink the importance of documentary practices and nationalism to all family histories and
senses of relatedness. This interdisciplinary anthropological history throws new light not only on the imperial
and national past of South Asia but also on the moral life of present technologies and economic institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Bostic:

This Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical Self (Cultures of
History) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Lines of the Nation: Indian
Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical Self (Cultures of History) without we understand
teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical Self (Cultures of
History) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway
Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical Self (Cultures of History) having great arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Frederick Cagle:

This Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical Self (Cultures of
History) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical Self (Cultures of
History) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate
Historical Self (Cultures of History) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Jessie Orlando:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate
Historical Self (Cultures of History).

Mamie Salinas:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information



from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical Self
(Cultures of History) when you desired it?
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