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Iraq: The Moral Reckoning applies classic just war theory to the U.S. decision to go to war in 2003. That
theory, which evolved over several millennia, is a simple, profound tool for evaluating the rightness and
wisdom of starting a war. The Bush administration and its supporters referred directly and indirectly to the
theory in making a pro-war case to the world. The theory provides three core moral criteria for a just war:
sovereign authority, just cause, and right intention (which includes an aim of peace). It adds three practical
criteria: proportionality of ends, last resort, and reasonable chance of success. For a just war, each criterion
should be substantially met. Since war is destructive and each country is presumed to have the right to live in
peace, the evidence in favor of war must be clearly stronger than evidence against it. For each criterion, Iraq:
The Moral Reckoning painstakingly weighs Bush administration statements, or those of its supporters,
against evidence available at the time. A wide range of viewpoints and evidence is considered, and contrary
arguments are refuted. One full chapter is given to neoconservative arguments on just war theory and its
application from prominent war supporters. Each criterion, except sovereign authority, is shown not to have
been met. The book concludes with a discussion of the implications of an unjust war for the United States
and the world. The intensive weighing of each criterion against the facts and the balanced approach make the
book unique. By demonstrating a comprehensive application of the theory to one war, it not only sets a new
standard for evaluating the 2003 Iraq war, but also shows how present and future wars can be better
evaluated in moral and practical terms, based on knowledge available at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Sosa:

The book Iraq: The Moral Reckoning can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Iraq: The Moral Reckoning? Some of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Iraq: The Moral Reckoning has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Anthony Wood:

Here thing why this Iraq: The Moral Reckoning are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. Iraq: The Moral Reckoning giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no publication that similar with Iraq: The Moral Reckoning. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Iraq: The Moral Reckoning in e-book can be your option.

Linda Sandoval:

Iraq: The Moral Reckoning can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Iraq: The Moral Reckoning although doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Harold Dalton:

This Iraq: The Moral Reckoning is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Iraq: The Moral Reckoning in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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