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For critics, fans, and scholars of drama and film, the laugh has traditionally been tied to comedy, indicating
and expressing mirth, witty relief, joyous celebration, or arch and sarcastic parody. But strange, dark laughter
that illuminates non-comedic, unfunny situations gets much less attention. In The Last Laugh: Strange
Humors of Cinema, editor Murray Pomerance has assembled contributions from thirteen estimable scholars
that address the strange laughter of cinema from varying intellectual perspectives and a wide range of
sources.

Contributors consider unusual humors in a variety of filmic settings, from the chilling unheard laughter of
silent cinema to the ribald and mortal laughter in the work of Orson Welles; the vagaries and nuances of
laughter in film noir to the eccentric laughter of science fiction. Essays also look at laughter in many
different applications, from the subtle, underlying wit of the thriller Don't Look Now to the deeply
provocative humor of experimental film and the unpredictable, shadowy, insightful, and stunning laughter in
such films as Black Swan, Henry Fool, The Treasure of the Sierra Madre, Kiss of Death, The Dark Knight,
and A.I. Artificial Intelligence.

The accessibly written, unique essays in The Last Laugh bring a new understanding to the delicate balance,
unsettled tensions, and fragility of human affairs depicted by strange humor in film. For scholars of film and
readers who love cinema, these essays will be rich and playful inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Schneck:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of
Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Last
Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Last Laugh:
Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology). You never truly
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Catherine Hudson:

This The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this
The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can
be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish
Folklore and Anthropology) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Tonya Quick:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of
Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology), you may enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mary Adams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema
(Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) publication written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current



hunger then you still hesitation The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish
Folklore and Anthropology) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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