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Politicians and opinion leaders on both sides of the Mason-Dixon line struggled to formulate coherent
responses to the secession of the deep South states. The Confederate attack on Fort Sumter in mid-April
1861 triggered civil war and the loss of four upper South states from the Union. The essays by three senior
historians in Secession Winter explore the robust debates that preceded these events.

For five months in the winter of 1860–1861, Americans did not know for certain that civil war was upon
them. Some hoped for a compromise; others wanted a fight. Many struggled to understand what was
happening to their country. Robert J. Cook, William L. Barney, and Elizabeth R. Varon take approaches to
this period that combine political, economic, and social-cultural lines of analysis. Rather than focus on
whether civil war was inevitable, they look at the political process of secession and find multiple internal
divisions—political parties, whites and nonwhites, elites and masses, men and women. Even individual
northerners and southerners suffered inner conflicts.

The authors include the voices of Unionists and Whig party moderates who had much to lose and upcountry
folk who owned no slaves and did not particularly like those who did. Barney contends that white
southerners were driven to secede by anxiety and guilt over slavery. Varon takes a new look at Robert E.
Lee's decision to join the Confederacy. Cook argues that both northern and southern politicians claimed the
rightness of their cause by constructing selective narratives of historical grievances.

Secession Winter explores the fact of contingency and reminds readers and students that nothing was
foreordained.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Secession Winter (The Marcus
Cunliffe Lecture Series) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Secession Winter (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series)
become your own personal starter.

Robert Maselli:

This Secession Winter (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) is great e-book for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Secession Winter (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that will?

Brett Munoz:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Secession Winter (The
Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Dwight Richardson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Secession Winter (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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