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In the High Atlas Mountains of Morocco, far from the hustle and noise of urban centers, lies a village made
of mud and rock, barely discernible from the surrounding landscape. Yet a closer look reveals a carefully
planned community of homes nestled above the trees, where rock slides are least frequent, and steep terraces
of barley fields situated just above spring flood level. The Berber-speaking Muslims who live and farm on
these precipitous mountainsides work together at the arduous task of irrigating the fields during the dry
season, continuing a long tradition of managing land, labor, and other essential resources collectively. In
Moroccan Households in the World Economy, David Crawford provides a detailed study of the rhythms of
highland Berber life, from the daily routines of making a living in such a demanding environment to the
relationships between individuals, the community, and the national economy.

Demonstrating a remarkably complete understanding of every household and person in the village, Crawford
traces the intricacies of cooperation between households over time. Employing a calculus known as
"arranging the bones," villagers attempt to balance inequality over the long term by accounting for
fluctuations in the needs and capacities of each person, household, and family at different stages in its
history. Tradition dictates that children "owe" labor to their parents and grandparents as long as they live,
and fathers decide when and where the children in their household work. Some may be asked to work for
distant religious lodges or urban relatives they haven't met because of a promise made by long-dead
ancestors. Others must migrate to cities to work as wage laborers and send their earnings home to support
their rural households.

While men and women leave their community to work, Morocco and the wider world come to the village in
the form of administrators, development agents, and those representing commercial interests, all with their
own agendas and senses of time. Integrating a classic village-level study that nevertheless engages with the
realities of contemporary migration, Crawford succinctly summarizes common perceptions and
misperceptions about the community while providing a salient critique of the global expansion of capital.

In this beautifully observed ethnography, Crawford challenges assumptions about how Western economic
processes transfer to other contexts and pulls the reader into an exotic world of smoke-filled kitchens, dirt-
floored rooms, and communal rooftop meals—a world every bit as fascinating as it is instructive.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Boucher:

This Moroccan Households in the World Economy: Labor and Inequality in a Berber Village book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This Moroccan Households in the World Economy: Labor and
Inequality in a Berber Village without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry Moroccan Households in the World Economy: Labor and Inequality in a
Berber Village can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Moroccan Households in the World
Economy: Labor and Inequality in a Berber Village having good arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Julie Ross:

Often the book Moroccan Households in the World Economy: Labor and Inequality in a Berber Village has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Lorri Nicholson:

This Moroccan Households in the World Economy: Labor and Inequality in a Berber Village is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Moroccan Households in the World Economy:
Labor and Inequality in a Berber Village in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Scott Hicks:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Moroccan Households
in the World Economy: Labor and Inequality in a Berber Village which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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