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Ephemeral, fragile, often left unbound, sixteenth-century songbooks led fleeting lives in the pockets of
singers and on the music desks of instrumentalists. Constantly in action, they were forever being used up,
replaced, or abandoned as ways of reading changed. As such they document the acts of early musicians and
the practices of everyday life at the unseen margins of elite society. Materialities is a cultural history of song
on the page. It addresses a series of central questions concerning the audiences for written music by
concentrating on the first genre to be commercialized by music printers: the French chanson. Scholars have
long stressed that chansons represent the most broadly disseminated polyphony of the sixteenth century, but
Materialities is the first book to account for the cultural reach of the chanson across a considerable cross-
section of European society. Musicologist Kate van Orden brings extensive primary research and new
analytical models to bear in this remarkable history of songbooks, music literacy, and social transformation
during the first century of music printing. By tracking chansons into private libraries and schoolrooms and
putting chansonniers into dialogue with catechisms, civility manuals, and chapbooks, Materialities charts the
social distribution of songbooks, the gradual moralization of song, and the ways children learned their letters
and notes. Its fresh conclusions revise several common assumptions about the value early moderns attributed
to printed music, the levels of literacy required to perform polyphony, and the way musicians did or did not
read their songbooks. With musical perspectives that can invigorate studies of print culture and the history of
reading, Materialities is an essential guide for musicologists working with original sources and historians of
the book interested in the vocal performances that operated alongside print.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

The book Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-Century Europe (New Cultural
History of Music) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in
Sixteenth-Century Europe (New Cultural History of Music) to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open and read a reserve Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-
Century Europe (New Cultural History of Music). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Matthew Thompson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in
Sixteenth-Century Europe (New Cultural History of Music) as your daily resource information.

Tammy Booker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-Century Europe (New Cultural History of
Music), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a book.

David Packard:

The book untitled Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-Century Europe (New
Cultural History of Music) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of



literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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