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The Egyptians did not apply themselves to commerce until a very late period; they had a horror of the sea; it
was their Typhon. The Tyrians, on the contrary, were navigators from time immemorial; they brought
together those nations which Nature had separated, and repaired those calamities into which the revolutions
of the world frequently plunged a large portion of mankind. The Greeks, in their turn, carried to other nations
their commerce and their convenient alphabet, which latter was altered a little, as the Greeks had altered that
of the Tyrians. When their merchants, who were afterwards made demi-gods, went to Colchis to establish a
trade in sheepskins—whence we have the fable of the golden fleece—they communicated their letters to the
people of the country, who still retain them with some alteration. They have not adopted the alphabet of the
Turks, to whom they are at present subject, but whose yoke, thanks to the Empress of Russia, I hope they
will throw off. I protest that I know no more of Chinese than of Arabic, but I have read, in a small Chinese
vocabulary, that this nation has always had two words to express the catalogue or list of the characters of its
language: one is ko-tou, the other hai-pien; we have neither ko-tou nor hai-pien in our Occidental tongues.
The Greeks, who were no more adroit than ourselves, also said alphabet. Seneca, the philosopher, used the
Greek phrase to designate an old man who, like me, asks questions on grammar, calling him Skedon
analphabetos. Now the Greeks had this same alphabet from the Phœnicians—from that people called the
letter nation by the Hebrews themselves, when the latter, at so late a period, went to settle in their
neighborhood. It may well be supposed that the Phœnicians, by communicating their characters to the
Greeks, rendered them a great service in delivering them from the embarrassment occasioned by the
Egyptian mode of writing taught them by Cecrops. The Phœnicians, in the capacity of merchants, sought to
make everything easy of comprehension; while the Egyptians, in their capacity of interpreters of the gods,
strove to make everything difficult.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Bartlett:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this A Philosophical Dictionary.

Diane Numbers:

The book A Philosophical Dictionary can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book A Philosophical Dictionary?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Philosophical Dictionary
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jesus Thresher:

Exactly why? Because this A Philosophical Dictionary is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Brian Crowe:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the
book A Philosophical Dictionary we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being
creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life by this book A Philosophical Dictionary. You can more attractive than
now.
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