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With What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us, the Library of Arabic Literature brings readers an acknowledged
masterpiece of early 20th-century Arabic prose. Penned by the Egyptian journalist Muhammad al-
Muwaylihi, this exceptional title was first introduced in serialized form in his family’s pioneering
newspaper Misbah al-Sharq (Light of the East), on which this edition is based, and later published in book
form in 1907. Widely hailed for its erudition and its mordant wit, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us was
embraced by Egypt’s burgeoning reading public and soon became required reading for generations of
Egyptian school students.

 

Bridging classical genres and the emerging tradition of modern Arabic fiction, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told
Us is divided into two parts, the second of which was only added to the text with the fourth edition of 1927.
Sarcastic in tone and critical in outlook, the book relates the excursions of its narrator ?Isa ibn Hisham and
his companion, the Pasha, through a rapidly Westernized Cairo at the height of British occupation, providing
vivid commentary of a society negotiating—however imperfectly—the clash of imported cultural values and
traditional norms of conduct, law, and education. The “Second Journey” takes the narrator to Paris to visit
the Exposition Universelle of 1900, where al-Muwaylihi casts the same relentlessly critical eye on European
society, modernity, and the role of Western imperialism as it ripples across the globe.

 

Paving the way for the modern Arabic novel, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us is invaluable both for its
sociological insight into colonial Egypt and its pioneering role in Arabic literary history.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or,
A Period of Time, Volume One: 1 (Library of Arabic Literature). All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Bennett Fox:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just
their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of
Time, Volume One: 1 (Library of Arabic Literature) to read.

Maurice Henkel:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept What 'Isa ibn
Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume One: 1 (Library of Arabic Literature) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled What 'Isa ibn
Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume One: 1 (Library of Arabic Literature)is one of several books
this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Margaret Cardwell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A
Period of Time, Volume One: 1 (Library of Arabic Literature) book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume One: 1 (Library of Arabic
Literature) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh



come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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