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In this groundbreaking book, David Roberts sets out to demonstrate the centrality of the total work of art to
European modernism since the French Revolution. The total work of art is usually understood as the
intention to reunite the arts into the one integrated whole, but it is also tied from the beginning to the desire
to recover and renew the public function of art. The synthesis of the arts in the service of social and cultural
regeneration was a particularly German dream, which made Wagner and Nietzsche the other center of
aesthetic modernism alongside Baudelaire and Mallarmé.

The history and theory of the total work of art pose a whole series of questions not only to aesthetic
modernism and its utopias but also to the whole epoch from the French Revolution to the totalitarian
revolutions of the twentieth century. The total work of art indicates the need to revisit key assumptions of
modernism, such as the foregrounding of the autonomy and separation of the arts at the expense of the
countertendencies to the reunion of the arts, and cuts across the neat equation of avant-gardism with progress
and deconstructs the familiar left-right divide between revolution and reaction, the modern and the
antimodern. Situated at the interface between art, religion, and politics, the total work of art invites us to
rethink the relationship between art and religion and art and politics in European modernism.

In a major departure from the existing literature David Roberts argues for twin lineages of the total work, a
French revolutionary and a German aesthetic, which interrelate across the whole epoch of European
modernism, culminating in the aesthetic and political radicalism of the avant-garde movements in response
to the crisis of autonomous art and the accelerating political crisis of European societies from the 1890s
forward.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Total Work of Art in European Modernism (Signale: Modern
German Letters, Cultures, and Thought).

Jacqueline Campbell:

Here thing why that The Total Work of Art in European Modernism (Signale: Modern German Letters,
Cultures, and Thought) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Total Work of Art in European Modernism (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that
similar with The Total Work of Art in European Modernism (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and
Thought). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of The Total Work of Art in European Modernism (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and
Thought) in e-book can be your alternative.

Donna Casey:

The e-book with title The Total Work of Art in European Modernism (Signale: Modern German Letters,
Cultures, and Thought) contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Micheal Ruiz:

You can get this The Total Work of Art in European Modernism (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures,
and Thought) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to



get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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