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The Sword of Ambition belongs to a genre of religious polemic written for the rulers of Egypt and Syria
between the twelfth and the fourteenth centuries. Unlike most medieval Muslim polemic, the concerns of this
genre were more social and political than theological. Leaving no rhetorical stone unturned, the book’s
author, an unemployed Egyptian scholar and former bureaucrat named Uthman ibn Ibrahim al-Nabulusi (d.
660/1262), poured his deep knowledge of history, law, and literature into the work. Now edited in full and
translated for the first time, The Sword of Ambition opens a new window onto the fascinating culture of elite
rivalry in the late-medieval Islamic Middle East. It contains a wealth of little-known historical anecdotes,
unusual religious opinions, obscure and witty poetry, and humorous cultural satire. Above all, it reveals that
much of the inter-communal animosity of the era was conditioned by fierce competition for scarce resources
that were increasingly mediated by an ideologically committed Sunni Muslim state. This insight reminds us
that seemingly timeless and inevitable “religious” conflict must be considered in its broader historical
perspective.
 
The Sword of Ambition is both the earliest and most eclectic of several independent works composed in
medieval Egypt against the employment of Coptic and Jewish officials, and is vivid testimony to the gradual
integration of Islamic scholarship and state administration that was well underway in its day.
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic
Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or suited book with you?

Lori McDonald:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic
Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still doubt The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic
Literature) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break
don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Carol Ton:

Beside this kind of The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic
Literature) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry
in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Chelsie Salls:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just seeking the The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of



Arabic Literature) when you desired it?
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