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After an immense but useless bombardment, at 7.30 am. On 1 July 1916 the British Army went over the top
and attacked the German trenches. It was the first day of the battle of the Somme, and on that day the British
suffered nearly 60,000 casualties, two for every yard of their front. With more than fifty times the daily
losses at El Alamein and fifteen times the British casualties on D-day, 1 July 1916 was the blackest day in
the history of the British Army. But, more than that, as Lloyd George recognised, it was a watershed in the
history of the First World War. The Army that attacked on that day was the volunteer Army that had
answered Kitchener's call. It had gone into action confident of a decisive victory. But by sunset on the first
day on the Somme, no one could any longer think of a war that might be won. Martin Middlebrook's
research has covered not just official and regimental histories and tours of the battlefields, but interviews
with hundreds of survivors, both British and German. As to the action itself, he conveys the overall strategic
view and the terrifying reality that it was for front-line soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The First Day on the Somme. All
type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Patsy Phan:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The First Day on the Somme can be fine
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nancy Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The First Day on the Somme why because the great cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Patricia Ramirez:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The First Day on the Somme can be the reply,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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