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A chance encounter at a summer party sent writer Josceline Dimbleby on a quest to uncover a mystery in her
family’s past. After talking with Andrew Lloyd Webber about a beautiful, dark portrait in his art collection,
she decided to find out more about the subject of the painting: her great-aunt Amy Gaskell. Dimbleby had
always known her great-aunt’s face from this haunted portrait by the well-known Pre-Raphaelite painter Sir
Edward Burne-Jones, but beyond that and a family rumor that Amy had died young “of a broken heart,”
Dimbleby knew little of her female forebears.

At the start of her search, Josceline came across a cache of unpublished letters from Burne-Jones to her
great-grandmother May Gaskell, Amy’s mother. These letters turned out to be part of a passionate
correspondence—adoring, intimate, sometimes up to five letters a day—which continued throughout the last
six years of the painter’s life. As she read, more and more questions arose: Why did Burne-Jones feel he had
to protect May from an overwhelming sadness? What was the deep secret she had confided to him? And
what was the tragic truth behind Amy’s wayward, wandering life, her strange marriage, and her unexplained
early death?

In piecing together the eventful life of her grandmother, Dimbleby takes us through a turbulent period in
history that includes the Boer War, the Great War, and the Second World War and visits the most far-flung
corners of the British Empire. The Souls—William Morris, Rudyard Kipling, and William Gladstone—all
play a part in this sweeping, often funny, and sometimes tragic story. Above all, it is her infectious
enthusiasm for a subject so close to home that makes May and Amy such a compelling and richly
entertaining read.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Garner:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due
to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular May and Amy: A True
Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward
Burne-Jones to read.

John Lee:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that May and Amy: A
True Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir
Edward Burne-Jones book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Juan Higgins:

The e-book with title May and Amy: A True Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May
Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones posesses a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Carol Smith:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying May and Amy: A True Story of
Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-
Jones that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as



your good habit, you can pick May and Amy: A True Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives
of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones become your starter.
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