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In the three decades following World War II, the Golden State was not only the fastest-growing state in the
Union but also the site of significant political change. From the late 1940s through the mid-1970s, a
generation of liberal activists transformed the political landscape of California, ending Republican
dominance of state politics and eventually setting the tone for the Democratic Party nationwide.

In California Crucible, Jonathan Bell chronicles this dramatic story of postwar liberalism—from early
grassroots organizing and the election of Pat Brown as governor in 1958 to the civil rights campaigns of the
1960s and the campaigns against the New Right in the 1970s. As Bell argues, the emergent "California
liberalism" was a distinctly post-New Deal phenomenon that drew on the ambitious ideals of the New Deal
but adapted them to a diverse population. The result was a broad coalition that sought to extend social
democracy to marginalized groups—such as gay rights and civil rights organizations—that had not been well
served by the Democratic Party in earlier decades. In building this coalition, liberal activists forged an
ideology capable of bringing Latino farm workers, African American civil rights activists, and wealthy
suburban homemakers into a shared political project.

By exploring California Democrats' largely successful attempts to link economic rights to civil rights and
serve the needs of diverse groups, Bell challenges common assumptions about the rise of the New Right and
the decline of American liberalism in the postwar era. As Bell shows, by the end of the 1970s California had
become the spiritual home of the liberal wing of the Democratic Party as much as that of the Reagan
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Verline Custer:

The publication with title California Crucible: The Forging of Modern American Liberalism (Politics and
Culture in Modern America) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jennifer Crawford:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read will be
California Crucible: The Forging of Modern American Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America).

Susan Frame:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually California Crucible: The Forging of Modern American
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) why because the great cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Roland Collins:

This California Crucible: The Forging of Modern American Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little
digest in reading this California Crucible: The Forging of Modern American Liberalism (Politics and Culture
in Modern America) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
and also knowledge.
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