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Alan Marshall examines the nature of democratic thought and expression in American experimental poetry,
from Walt Whitman in the mid-nineteenth century to George Oppen and Frank O'Hara in the mid-late
twentieth. The book's origins lie in Alexis de Tocqueville's ambivalent discussion of 'Some Sources of Poetic
Inspiration in Democracies' in the second volume of his Democracy in America. It begins with a chapter on
Tocqueville and Whitman, followed by a re-evaluation of the flawed republican humanism of Ezra Pound in
the light of the thought of Hannah Arendt. The other main poets considered are Robert Creeley, Emily
Dickinson, Mina Loy, Lorine Niedecker, Muriel Rukeyser, Wallace Stevens and William Carlos Williams.

American Poetry and Democratic Thought argues against the narrowly ideological interpretation of politics
that dominates contemporary literary studies, an attitude that can be traced back to the legacies of Marx and
Freud, and conceives of ideology in deterministic terms as unconscious political alignment. To that extent it
echoes Tocqueville's concern, in his great work, to underline the differences between his own methods and
perspectives and the historical determinism of his contemporaries. The book draws upon a wide range of
thinkers, including Madison, Tocqueville, Kant, Marx, Freud, Heidegger, Adorno, Riesman, Arendt,
Benhabib, and Cavell, as it seeks to expand and develop Tocqueville's circumspect humanist critical
trajectory. The chapters are conceived as a series of innovative dialogical constellations, to which the close
reading of poetry is central. The aim throughout is to measure the thought of the poets or their poems against
the thoughts of those who are more often called thinkers.
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From reader reviews:

Gavin Wilkins:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication American Experimental Poetry
and Democratic Thought will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Brenda Wright:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the American Experimental
Poetry and Democratic Thought is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Lois Huseby:

This American Experimental Poetry and Democratic Thought usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this American Experimental Poetry and Democratic Thought
can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this American Experimental Poetry and Democratic Thought giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This American Experimental
Poetry and Democratic Thought can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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