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Why Dont You Just Talk to Him? looks at the broad political contexts in which violence, specifically
domestic violence, occurs. Kathleen Arnold argues that liberal and Enlightenment notions of the social
contract, rationality and egalitarianism -- the ideas that constitute norms of good citizenship -- have an
inextricable relationship to violence. According to this dynamic, targets of abuse are not rational, make bad
choices, are unable to negotiate with their abusers, or otherwise violate norms of the social contract; they are,
thus, second-class citizens. In fact, as Arnold shows, drawing from Nietzsche and Foucaults theories of
power and arguing against much of the standard policy literature on domestic violence, the very mechanisms
that purportedly help targets of domestic abuse actually work to compound the problem by exacerbating (or
ignoring) the power differences between the abuser and the abused. The book argues that a key to
understanding how to prevent domestic violence is seeing it as a political rather than a personal issue, with
political consequences. It seeks to challenge Enlightenment ideas about intimacy that conceive of personal
relationships as mutual, equal and contractual. Put another way, it challenges policy ideas that suggest that
targets of abuse can simply choose to leave abusive relationships without other personal or economic
consequences, or that there is a clear and consistent level of help once they make the choice to leave. Asking
Why Dont You Just Talk to Him? is in reality a suggestion riven with contradictions and false choices.
Arnold further explores these issues by looking at two key asylum cases that highlight contradictions within
the governments treatment of foreigners and that of long-term residents. These cases expose problematic
assumptions in the approach to domestic violence more generally. Exposing major injustices from the point
of view of domestic violence targets, this book promises to generate further debate, if not consensus.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Crawford:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of
Domestic Abuse. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Robert Kuehner:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The
Politics of Domestic Abuse book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Robert Marshall:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Why Dont
You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Tanya McGaha:

This Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse is brand new way for you who has
interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Why Dont
You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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