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The late Byzantine period was a time characterized by both civil strife and foreign invasion, framed by two
cataclysmic events: the fall of Constantinople to the western Europeans in 1204 and again to the Ottoman
Turks in 1453. Mark C. Bartusis here opens an extraordinary window on the Byzantine Empire during its last
centuries by providing the first comprehensive treatment of the dying empire's military.

Although the Byzantine army was highly visible, it was increasingly ineffective in preventing the incursion
of western European crusaders into the Aegean, the advance of the Ottoman Turks into Europe, and the slow
decline and eventual fall of the thousand-year Byzantine Empire. Using all the available Greek, western
European, Slavic, and Turkish sources, Bartusis describes the evolution of the army both as an institution and
as an instrument of imperial policy. He considers the army's size, organization, administration, and the
varieties of soldiers, and he examines Byzantine feudalism and the army's impact on society and the
economy.

In its extensive use of soldier companies composed of foreign mercenaries, the Byzantine army had many
parallels with those of western Europe; in the final analysis, Bartusis contends, the death of Byzantium was
attributable more to a shrinking fiscal base than to any lack of creative military thinking on the part of its
leaders.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Hause:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Late Byzantine Army:
Arms and Society, 1204-1453 (The Middle Ages Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tamika Sheppard:

The guide with title The Late Byzantine Army: Arms and Society, 1204-1453 (The Middle Ages Series)
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Karen Olden:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Late Byzantine Army: Arms and Society, 1204-1453 (The Middle Ages Series) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Late Byzantine Army: Arms and Society, 1204-1453 (The
Middle Ages Series) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Phyllis Thompson:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Late Byzantine Army:
Arms and Society, 1204-1453 (The Middle Ages Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Late Byzantine Army: Arms and
Society, 1204-1453 (The Middle Ages Series) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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