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The Black Power movement represented a key turning point in American politics. Disenchanted by the

hollow progress of federal desegregation during the 1960s, many black citizens and leaders across the United

States demanded meaningful self-determination. The popular movement they created was marked by a

vigorous artistic renaissance, militant political action, and fierce ideological debate.

 

Exploring the major political and intellectual currents from the Black Power era to the present, Cedric

Johnson reveals how black political life gradually conformed to liberal democratic capitalism and how the

movement’s most radical aims—the rejection of white aesthetic standards, redefinition of black identity,

solidarity with the Third World, and anticapitalist revolution—were gradually eclipsed by more moderate

aspirations. Although Black Power activists transformed the face of American government, Johnson

contends that the evolution of the movement as a form of ethnic politics restricted the struggle for social

justice to the world of formal politics.

 

 

Johnson offers a compelling and theoretically sophisticated critique of the rhetoric and strategies that

emerged in this period. Drawing on extensive archival research, he reinterprets the place of key intellectual

figures, such as Harold Cruse and Amiri Baraka, and influential organizations, including the African

Liberation Support Committee, the National Black Political Assembly, and the National Black Independent

Political Party in postsegregation black politics, while at the same time identifying the contradictions of

Black Power radicalism itself.

 

Documenting the historical retreat from radical, democratic struggle, Revolutionaries to Race Leaders



ultimately calls for the renewal of popular struggle and class-conscious politics.

 

Cedric Johnson is assistant professor of political science at Hobart and William Smith Colleges.
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From reader reviews:

Esta Banks:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and
the Making of African American Politics.

Jesse Nance:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is definitely Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the
Making of African American Politics.

Howard Kincaid:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black
Power and the Making of African American Politics is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Herbert Knight:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black
Power and the Making of African American Politics or others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of
African American Politics to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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