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The United States has always fancied itself a nation apart—“exceptional” in its values, traditions, and way of
life. For most of the country’s history, ideas about what made America distinctive generally were framed in
terms of a liberal idealism rooted in the thought of John Locke and articulated by Jefferson, Madison, and
other Founders. While some commentators also observed that the United States was a land of plenty, it
wasn’t until the mid-twentieth century that material abundance emerged as the principal standard of
American “greatness,” as measured by a host of new economic indicators.

Beginning in earnest in the wake of World War II, opinion-shapers in politics, business, academia, the
media, the schools, and public diplomacy gloried in the nation’s booming economy. Where “plenty” had
once been a largely abstract concept, it was now quantifiable, thanks to new national income accounting and
other economic data collection and analysis techniques. One could tally up production and consumption of
an ever-expanding cornucopia of goods and services that made up the gross national product (GNP), the king
of postwar statistics. American preeminence and American identity were increasingly linked with this
measurable prosperity, presented in the language of a newly influential economics profession.

In Measuring America, Andrew L. Yarrow explores this history, telling two parallel, interlocking stories—of
how economic ideas came to have vastly greater influence on American culture after World War II, and how
those ideas dovetailed with a growing belief that the meaning and value of the United States resided in its
material output. How and why this new way of “measuring America” developed, how it was expressed, and
what it has meant and means for Americans today are the subject of this well-researched and insightful book.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

This Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late
Twentieth Century are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the
Late Twentieth Century can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define
American Greatness in the Late Twentieth Century giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

John Armstead:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Measuring America: How
Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late Twentieth Century which is finding the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Violet Shook:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is referred to as of book Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness
in the Late Twentieth Century. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Ann Reiter:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Measuring America: How Economic Growth Came to Define American Greatness in the Late
Twentieth Century when you required it?
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