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How did the British come to conquer South Asia in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries?
Answers to this question usually start in northern India, neglecting the dramatic events that marked Britain’s
contemporaneous subjugation of the island of Sri Lanka. In Islanded, Sujit Sivasundaram reconsiders the
arrival of British rule in South Asia as a dynamic and unfinished process of territorialization and state
building, revealing that the British colonial project was framed by the island’s traditions and maritime
placement and built in part on the model they provided.

 

Using palm-leaf manuscripts from Sri Lanka to read the official colonial archive, Sivasundaram tells the
story of two sets of islanders in combat and collaboration. He explores how the British organized the process
of “islanding”: they aimed to create a separable unit of colonial governance and trade in keeping with
conceptions of ethnology, culture, and geography. But rather than serving as a radical rupture, he reveals,
islanding recycled traditions the British learned from Kandy, a kingdom in the Sri Lankan highlands whose
customs—from strategies of war to views of nature—fascinated the British. Picking up a range of unusual
themes, from migration, orientalism, and ethnography to botany, medicine, and education, Islanded is an
engaging retelling of the advent of British rule.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

The event that you get from Islanded: Britain, Sri Lanka, and the Bounds of an Indian Ocean Colony is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Islanded: Britain, Sri Lanka, and the Bounds of an
Indian Ocean Colony giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Islanded:
Britain, Sri Lanka, and the Bounds of an Indian Ocean Colony instantly.

Scarlet Rome:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Islanded: Britain, Sri Lanka, and the Bounds of an
Indian Ocean Colony as the daily resource information.

Mathew Jones:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is usually Islanded: Britain, Sri Lanka, and the Bounds of an Indian Ocean
Colony.

Gloria Engstrom:

You will get this Islanded: Britain, Sri Lanka, and the Bounds of an Indian Ocean Colony by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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