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Commemorating the Battle of Karbala, in which the Prophet Mohammad's grandson Hosayn and seventy-
two of his family members and supporters were martyred in 680 CE, is the central religious observance of
Shi'i Islam. Though much has been written about the rituals that reenact and venerate Karbala, until now no
one has studied women's participation in these observances. This collection of original essays by a
multidisciplinary team of scholars analyzes the diverse roles that women have played in the Karbala rituals,
as well as the varied ways in which gender-coded symbols have been used within religious and political
discourses.

The contributors to this volume consider women as participants in and observers of the Karbala rituals in
Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, India, Pakistan, and the United States. They find that women's experiences in the Shi'i
rituals vary considerably from one community to another, based on regional customs, personal preferences,
religious interpretations, popular culture, and socioeconomic background. The authors also examine the
gender symbolism within the rituals, showing how it reinforces distinctions between the genders while it also
highlights the centrality of women to the symbolic repertory of Shi'ism. Overall, the authors conclude that
while Shi'i rituals and symbols have in some ways been used to restrict women's social roles, in other ways
they have served to provide women with a sense of independence and empowerment.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Marquis:

The book The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make studying a book The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in
Modern Shi'i Islam being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read
a e-book The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Louis Chavez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The
Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam book as beginning
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Thomas Burke:

The book untitled The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i
Islam contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Jennifer Stanley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Women of Karbala: Ritual
Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's observe.
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