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Scholars of ancient literature have often focused on the works and lives of major authors rather than on such
questions as how these works were produced and who read them. In Roman Literary Culture, Elaine
Fantham fills that void by examining the changing social and historical context of literary production in
ancient Rome and its empire.

Fantham’s first edition discussed the habits of Roman readers and developments in their means of access to
literature, from booksellers and copyists to pirated publications and libraries. She examines the issues of
patronage and the utility of literature and shows how the constraints of the physical object itself—the ancient
"book"—influenced the practice of both reading and writing. She also explores the ways in which ancient
criticism and critical attitudes reflected cultural assumptions of the time.

In this second edition, Fantham expands the scope of her study. In the new first chapter, she examines the
beginning of Roman literature—more than a century before the critical studies of Cicero and Varro. She
discusses broader entertainment culture, which consisted of live performances of comedy and tragedy as well
as oral presentations of the epic. A new final chapter looks at Pagan and Christian literature from the third to
fifth centuries, showing how this period in Roman literature reflected its foundations in the literary culture of
the late republic and Augustan age. This edition also includes a new preface and an updated bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Roman Literary Culture, second
edition (Ancient Society and History) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Roman Literary Culture, second edition (Ancient Society
and History) become your starter.

Georgia Lopez:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Roman Literary Culture, second edition
(Ancient Society and History) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Donna Bradford:

Beside that Roman Literary Culture, second edition (Ancient Society and History) in your phone, it may give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Roman Literary Culture, second edition (Ancient Society and History) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along
with read it from right now!

John Day:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book Roman Literary Culture, second edition (Ancient Society and History). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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