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Encompassing numerous territories across four different continents, Portugal's early modern empire
depended upon a vast and complex bureaucracy, yet colonial power did not reside solely in the centralized
state. In a masterful reconceptualization of the functioning of empire, Erik Lars Myrup's Power and
Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World argues that beneath the surface of formal government, an
intricate web of interpersonal relationships played a key role in binding together the Portuguese empire.

Myrup draws on archival research in Portugal, Spain, Brazil, and China to demonstrate how informal
networks of power and patronage offered a crucial means of navigating-or circumventing-the serpentine
paths of the governmental hierarchy. The decisions of the Overseas Council, which governed Portugal's
imperial holdings, reflected not only the merits of the petitions that came before it, but also the personal and
institutional affiliations of the petitioner. In far-flung areas such as São Paulo and Macau, where the formal
bureaucracy was weak, local cultural and economic factors held as much sway over the agents of the colonial
state as did the dictates of the imperial court at Lisbon.

Populated by a host of colorful characters, from backland explorers to colonial magistrates, Power and
Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World demonstrates how informal social connections both
magnified and diminished the power of the colonial state. If such systems contributed to corruption and
fraud, they also facilitated effective cross-cultural exchange and ensured the survival of empire in times of
crisis and decline. Myrup has produced a truly global study that sheds new light on the influence of
interpersonal networks on the administration of a vast overseas empire.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but
if you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the
Power and Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Larry Chaffin:

Why? Because this Power and Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

James Martin:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Power and Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Christopher Parker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Power and Corruption in the



Early Modern Portuguese World.
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