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East Asia has been relatively free from large-scale conflict in the 1990s, but the absence of security
organisations or even of a sense of community within the region has raised doubts about its future security.
China and Japan are likely to bear much of the responsibility for maintaining stability, but both countries
have been reluctant to adopt a leadership role. South-east Asian states have been willing to take the initiative
outside of their sub-region, but they possess neither the resources nor the authority to lead the whole of East
Asia. In the long term, the ability to organise the region depends on greater clarity in the identity of leading
states in the region, and of the region as a whole.
This paper analyses the way in which issues of identity have affected the actions of the key players, and
assesses future challenges and possibilities in the search for regional security. It concludes that:

Through the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), South-east Asian states have developed a
sense of confidence and unity. However, ASEAN’s need to safeguard its newly acquired identity means that
it has not exported the ‘ASEAN way’ to the wider region of East Asia or the Asia-Pacific. The greater
diversity that enlargement will bring and the effects of the crisis since 1997 are likely to make the
Association’s defensive instincts still more resistant to change.

In the 1990s, Japan has sought to redefine its identity, both in terms of its past and of its post-war values such
as pacifism and human rights. This process has compelled Japan to face Asia more squarely, and has
increased the country’s self-assurance. As a result, it may become more willing to take the initiative in
political and security, as well as economic, areas.
For China, nationalism has become more important, just as communism’s position as the country’s unifying
ideology has eroded. Beijing has tried to change the status quo in a forceful way. By the close of the 1990s,
however, China has become increasingly willing to act as a responsible world power. A key test of this
transformation will be Beijing’s treatment of the Taiwan question.
The prospects for regional stability depend on Japan’s ability to reform and return to growth. The most
pressing task is to revitalise East Asia’s economies. A return to prosperity would encourage China’s reform
and opening process; lessen Japan’s introspection; make disagreements between the South-east Asian states
less acute; and allow the Asia-Pacific region as a whole to move beyond both the triumphalism of the East
Pacific and the resentment of the West.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Identities and Security in East Asia (Adelphi series).

Ray Shippee:

The book Identities and Security in East Asia (Adelphi series) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Identities and Security in East
Asia (Adelphi series)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Identities and Security in
East Asia (Adelphi series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Janice Perry:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Identities and Security in East Asia (Adelphi series) this reserve consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

April Harry:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Identities and Security in East Asia (Adelphi series) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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