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Bad Books reconstructs how the eighteenth-century French author Nicolas-Edme Rétif de la Bretonne and
his writings were at the forefront of the development of modern conceptions of sexuality and pornography.
Although certain details are well known (for example, that Rétif’s 1769 treatise on prostitution, Le
Pornographe, is the work from which the term pornography is derived, or that he was an avid foot and shoe
fetishist), much of this story has been obscured and even forgotten including how the author actively worked
to define the category of obscenity and the modern pornographic genre, and how he coined the psycho-
sexual term “fetish” and played a central role in the formation of theories of sexual fetishism in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Thus this book is also about literary history and how it is written: it
explores how Rétif, perceived as a bad author in both senses of the term, and his contributions were glossed
over or condemned, such that the originality of his texts has still not been fully established.

Placing Rétif’s novels and short stories in dialogue with his autobiographical writings as well as with
contemporary and modern critical commentaries, the various chapters of the book examine the author’s
repeated testing of the limits of censorship to define and redefine the boundaries of obscenity; his
advancement of the modern form and definition of pornography through a focus on intimacy and (female)
pleasure; his detailed narrative explorations of foot and shoe fetishisms that were later appropriated by the
sexologists; and his development of theories of eugenics and reproduction in his utopian science fiction.

The history of Rétif’s texts and their reception reveals an evolution in the criteria of what is considered to be
“good” or “worthy” literature—a category once defined purely on moral grounds that is increasingly seen in
cultural terms. Bad Books corroborates the recent resurgence of interest in the author by showing the import
of his texts, which not only designate a number of firsts in the histories of sexuality and pornography, but
which also illuminate some of the defining moments in the history of French literary studies.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Moffatt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Bad Books: Rétif de la
Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jessica Davis:

The event that you get from Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Bad Books: Rétif
de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography instantly.

James Wendler:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Rachel Wessels:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne,
Sexuality, and Pornography can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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