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As recently as the 1970s, gay and lesbian history was a relatively unexplored field for serious scholars. The
past quarter century, however, has seen enormous growth in gay and lesbian studies. The literature is now
voluminous; it is also widely scattered and not always easily accessible. In Toward Stonewall, Nicholas
Edsall provides a much-needed synthesis, drawing upon both scholarly and popular writings to chart the
development of homosexual subcultures in the modern era and the uneasy place they have occupied in
Western society.

Edsall’s survey begins three hundred years ago in northwestern Europe, when homosexual subcultures
recognizably similar to those of our own era began to emerge, and it follows their surprisingly diverse paths
through the Enlightenment to the early nineteenth century. The book then turns to the Victorian era, tracing
the development of articulate and self-aware homosexual subcultures. With a greater sense of identity and
organization came new forms of resistance: this was the age that saw the persecution of Oscar Wilde, among
others, as well as the medical establishment’s labeling of homosexuality as a sign of degeneracy.

The book’s final section locates the foundations of present-day gay sub-cultures in a succession of twentieth-
century scenes and events—in pre-Nazi Germany, in the lesbian world of interwar Paris, in the law reforms
of 1960s England—culminating in the emergence of popular movements in the postwar United States.

Rather than examining these groups in isolation, the book considers them in their social contexts and as
comparable to other subordinate groups and minority movements. In the process, Toward Stonewall
illuminates not only the subcultures that are its primary subject but the larger societies from which they
emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Langley:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Toward
Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World to read.

Kyle Raya:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the
Modern Western World as your daily resource information.

Ryan Dewitt:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Toward Stonewall:
Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you may pick Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern
Western World become your starter.

Christopher McCormick:

You can get this Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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