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- Leaves of Grass is a poetry collection by the American poet Walt Whitman (1819–1892). Though the first
edition was published in 1855, Whitman spent most of his professional life writing and re-writing Leaves of
Grass, revising it multiple times until his death. This resulted in vastly different editions over four
decades—the first a small book of twelve poems and the last a compilation of over 400.
The poems of Leaves of Grass are loosely connected, with each representing Whitman's celebration of his
philosophy of life and humanity. This book is notable for its discussion of delight in sensual pleasures during
a time when such candid displays were considered immoral. Where much previous poetry, especially
English, relied on symbolism, allegory, and meditation on the religious and spiritual, Leaves of Grass
(particularly the first edition) exalted the body and the material world. Influenced by Ralph Waldo Emerson
and the Transcendentalist movement, itself an offshoot of Romanticism, Whitman's poetry praises nature and
the individual human's role in it. However, much like Emerson, Whitman does not diminish the role of the
mind or the spirit; rather, he elevates the human form and the human mind, deeming both worthy of poetic
praise.
With one exception, the poems do not rhyme or follow standard rules for meter and line length. Among the
poems in the collection are "Song of Myself", "I Sing the Body Electric", "Out of the Cradle Endlessly
Rocking". Later editions included Whitman's elegy to the assassinated President Abraham Lincoln, "When
Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd".
Leaves of Grass was highly controversial during its time for its explicit sexual imagery, and Whitman was
subject to derision by many contemporary critics. Over time, the collection has infiltrated popular culture and
been recognized as one of the central works of American poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read will
be Leaves of Grass.

Evelina Lewis:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Leaves of Grass can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Mary Stone:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is Leaves of Grass. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Bryant Booher:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Leaves of Grass or even others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Leaves
of Grass to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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