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Law has played a central role in American history. From colonial times to the present, law has not just
reflected the changing society in which legal decisions have been made-it has played a powerful role in
shaping that society, though not always in positive ways.

Eminent legal scholar G. Edward White-author of the ongoing, multi-volume Law in American History-
offers a compact overview that sheds light on the impact of law on a number of key social issues. Rather than
offer a straight chronological history, the book instead traces important threads woven throughout our
nation's past, looking at how law shaped Native American affairs, slavery, business, and home life, as well as
how it has dealt with criminal and civil offenses. White shows that law has not always been used to
exemplary ends. For instance, a series of decisions by the Marshall court essentially marginalized
Amerindians, indigenous people of the Americas, reducing tribes to wards of the government. Likewise, law
initially legitimated slavery in the United States, and legal institutions, including the Supreme Court, failed
to resolve the tensions stirred up by the westward expansion of slavery, eventually sparking the Civil War.
White also looks at the expansion of laws regarding property rights, which were vitally important to the
colonists, many of whom left Europe hoping to become land owners; the evolution of criminal punishment
from a public display (the stocks, the gallows) to a private prison system; the rise of tort law after the Civil
War; and the progress in legal education, moving from informal apprenticeships and lax standards to modern
law schools and rigorous bar exams.

In this illuminating look at the pivotal role of law in American life, White offers us an excellent first step to a
better appreciation of the function of law in our society.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this American Legal
History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

David Unruh:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept
American Legal History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled American Legal History: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)is one of several books which everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Edward Suniga:

Why? Because this American Legal History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Alexander Pridmore:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book American Legal History: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book American Legal History: A



Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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