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Story Prize and California Book Award finalist Victoria Patterson revisits Newport Beach in This Vacant
Paradise, examining the intersections of economics, class, race, sex, and family expectations during the mid-
1990s. Esther lives with her grandmother, a virulent matriarch who controls her family through her wealth.
Esther knows that an advantageous marriage replete with social standing, familial and peer approval, and
financial rewards will alleviate her struggles. College dropout, fashion boutique clerk, caregiver for a drug-
addicted brother, Esther is also aware that beauty and an uncanny savvy foretell success. But she has been
known to self-sabotage, and her peers and family are rooting for her not to blow it with her latest beau,
especially since, at the ripe age of thirty-three, Esther’s desirability is on the cusp of decline.

All is well until she begins a tumultuous love affair with Charlie, a local college professor known for his
unconventional ideals as much as for his golf game and good looks. He sets a fire inside Esther, sparking and
delivering her—whether by choice or not—from the insular, safe, and stifling confines of societal
expectations to an alternate, unglamorous, and indefinable course. The result is a stunning debut novel: a
powerful work of fiction sure to provoke and engage.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called This Vacant
Paradise: A Novel? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Jerry Petrus:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This This Vacant Paradise: A Novel book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving This Vacant
Paradise: A Novel content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking This Vacant
Paradise: A Novel is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Linda Hill:

The particular book This Vacant Paradise: A Novel will bring one to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book
very suitable to you. The book This Vacant Paradise: A Novel is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jennifer Fountain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra This Vacant
Paradise: A Novel.
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