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John Holt's groundbreaking study examines the assimilation, transformation, and subordination of the Hindu
deity Visnu within the contexts of Sri Lankan history and Sinhala Buddhist religious culture. Holt argues that
political agendas and social forces, as much as doctrinal concerns, have shaped the shifting patterns of the
veneration of Visnu in Sri Lanka.

Holt begins with a comparative look at the assimilation of the Buddha in Hinduism. He then explores the role
and rationale of medieval Sinhala kings in assimilating Visnu into Sinhala Buddhism. Offering analyses of
texts, many of which have never before been translated into English, Holt considers the development of
Visnu in Buddhist literature and the changing practices of deity veneration. Shifting to the present, Holt
describes the efforts of contemporary Buddhist monks in Sri Lanka to discourage the veneration of Visnu,
suggesting that many are motivated by a reactionary fear that their culture and society will soon be overrun
by the influences and practices of Hindus, Muslims, and Christians.
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From reader reviews:

Kara Corbett:

This The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Buddhist Visnu: Religious
Transformation, Politics, and Culture can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Walter Crouse:

The publication with title The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture posesses a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Alma Rasmussen:

The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Buddhist Visnu:
Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Wilfred Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The
Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture.
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