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An important and previously unexplored body of esoteric ritual songs of the Tz'utujil Maya of Santiago
Atitlán, Guatemala, the "Songs of the Old Ones" are a central vehicle for the transmission of cultural norms
of behavior and beliefs within this group of highland Maya. Ethnomusicologist Linda O'Brien-Rothe began
collecting these songs in 1966, and she has amassed the largest, and perhaps the only significant, collection
that documents this nearly lost element of highland Maya ritual life.

This book presents a representative selection of the more than ninety songs in O'Brien-Rothe's collection,
including musical transcriptions and over two thousand lines presented in Tz'utujil and English translation.
(Audio files of the songs can be downloaded from the UT Press website.) Using the words of the "songmen"
who perform them, O'Brien-Rothe explores how the songs are intended to move the "Old Ones"—the
ancestors or Nawals—to favor the people and cause the earth to labor and bring forth corn. She discusses
how the songs give new insights into the complex meaning of dance in Maya cosmology, as well as how
they employ poetic devices and designs that place them within the tradition of K'iche'an literature, of which
they are an oral form. O'Brien-Rothe identifies continuities between the songs and the K'iche'an origin myth,
the Popol Vuh, while also tracing their composition to the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries by
their similarities with the early chaconas that were played on the Spanish guitarra española, which survives
in Santiago Atitlán as a five-string guitar.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Maes:

Songs that Make the Road Dance: Courtship and Fertility Music of the Tz'utujil Maya (Recovering
Languages and Literacies of the Americas) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Songs that Make the Road Dance:
Courtship and Fertility Music of the Tz'utujil Maya (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas)
although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Songs that Make the Road Dance: Courtship and Fertility Music of the Tz'utujil Maya (Recovering
Languages and Literacies of the Americas) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Marylouise Potter:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Songs that Make the Road Dance: Courtship and
Fertility Music of the Tz'utujil Maya (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas) can give you a
lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Songs that Make the Road Dance: Courtship and Fertility Music
of the Tz'utujil Maya (Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas).

Jackie Armstrong:

You will get this Songs that Make the Road Dance: Courtship and Fertility Music of the Tz'utujil Maya
(Recovering Languages and Literacies of the Americas) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right



now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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