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Shylock, the Jewish moneylender in The Merchant of Venice who famously demands a pound of flesh as
security for a loan to his antisemitic tormentors, is one of Shakespeare’s most complex and idiosyncratic
characters. With his unsettling eloquence and his varying voices of protest, play, rage, and refusal, Shylock
remains a source of perennial fascination. What explains the strange and enduring force of this character, so
unlike that of any other in Shakespeare’s plays? Kenneth Gross posits that the figure of Shylock is so
powerful because he is the voice of Shakespeare himself.

Marvelously speculative and articulate, Gross’s book argues that Shylock is a breakthrough for Shakespeare
the playwright, an early realization of the Bard’s power to create dramatic voices that speak for hidden,
unconscious, even inhuman impulses—characters larger than the plays that contain them and ready to escape
the author’s control. Shylock is also a mask for Shakespeare’s own need, rage, vulnerability, and generosity,
giving form to Shakespeare’s ambition as an author and his uncertain bond with the audience. Gross’s vision
of Shylock as Shakespeare’s covert double leads to a probing analysis of the character’s peculiar isolation,
ambivalence, opacity, and dark humor. Addressing the broader resonance of Shylock, both historical and
artistic, Gross examines the character’s hold on later readers and writers, including Heinrich Heine and
Philip Roth, suggesting that Shylock mirrors the ambiguous states of Jewishness in modernity. 

A bravura critical performance, Shylock Is Shakespeare will fascinate readers with its range of reference, its
union of rigor and play, and  its conjectural—even fictive—means of coming to terms with the question of
Shylock, ultimately taking readers to the very heart of Shakespeare’s humanizing genius.
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From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Shylock Is
Shakespeare suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
Shylock Is Shakespeareis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jose Reed:

The actual book Shylock Is Shakespeare has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just
before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Vera Pinckney:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Shylock Is Shakespeare reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation Shylock Is Shakespeare as good book not simply by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donald Warren:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Shylock Is Shakespeare.
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