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In this fascinating new book, Vincent Henry (a 21-year veteran of the NYPD who recently retired to become
a university professor) explores the psychological transformations and adaptations that result from police
officers encounters with death. Police can encounter death frequently in the course of their duties, and these
encounters may range from casual contacts with the deaths of others to the most profound and personally
consequential confrontations with their own mortality. Using the survivor psychology model as its
theoretical base, this insightful and provocative research ventures into a previously unexplored area of police
psychology to illuminate and explore the new modes of adaptation, thought, and feeling that result from
various types of death encounters in police work. The psychology of survival asserts that the psychological
world of the survivor--one who has come in close physical or psychic contact with death but nevertheless
managed to live--is characterized by five themes: psychic numbing, death guilt, the death imprint, suspicion
of counterfeit nurturance, and the struggle to make meaning. These themes become manifest in the survivors
behavior, permeating his or her lifestyle and worldview. Drawing on extensive interviews with police
officers in five nominal categories--rookie officers, patrol sergeants, crime scene technicians, homicide
detectives, and officers who survived a mortal combat situation in which an assailant or another officer died-
-Henry identifies the impact such death encounters have upon the individual, the police organization, and the
occupational culture of policing. He has produced a comprehensive and highly textured interpretation of
police psychology and police behavior, bolstered by the unique insights that come from his personal
experience as an officer, his intimate familiarity with the subtleties and nuances of the police cultures value
and belief systems, and his meticulous research and rigorous method. Death Work provides a unique prism
through which to view the individual, organizational, and social dynamics of contemporary urban policing.
With a foreword by Robert Jay Lifton and a chapter devoted to the local police response to the World Trade
Center attacks, Death Work will be of interest to psychologists and criminal justice experts, as well as police
officers eager to gain insight into their unique relationship to death.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Death Work: Police, Trauma, and the Psychology of
Survival as the daily resource information.

Gerald Chisholm:

The reason why? Because this Death Work: Police, Trauma, and the Psychology of Survival is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Brandon Inouye:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Death Work: Police, Trauma,
and the Psychology of Survival that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Death Work: Police, Trauma, and the Psychology of Survival
become your own personal starter.

Marie Slaughter:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Death Work: Police, Trauma, and the Psychology of Survival which is getting the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.
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