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In the first volume of this four-volume commentary, Craig Keener introduces the book of Acts and provides
detailed exegesis of its opening chapters, including more than 10,000 references from extrabiblical ancient
sources.

"Somewhat surprisingly, a socio-historical approach to Acts still needs to be defended and its value
demonstrated. No one does this better--is more informed about ancient literature, parallels, and precedents,
and more interactively and fruitfully engaged with contemporary literature and issues--than Craig Keener. In
the introduction (a monograph in itself), his treatment of the genre of Acts, especially his judicious
discussion of the genre 'novel,' of the character of ancient historiography, and of the historical integrity and
value of Acts, is unbeatable in today's market. For anyone wanting to appreciate how Acts 'worked' in its
original context and to get into the text at some depth, Keener will be indispensable and 'first off the shelf.'"
--James D. G. Dunn, University of Durham

"Keener takes very seriously the claim of the book of Acts to be historiography. His encyclopedic knowledge
of ancient literature and his intelligent skill as an exegete make this a magisterial commentary."
--Richard Bauckham, University of St. Andrews; Ridley Hall, Cambridge

"This first volume promises to be the inaugural component of the most comprehensive commentary on Acts
to date. Keener presents a socio-historical reading of the text with meticulous precision, and his knowledge
of scholarly research is impressive. The documentation from ancient Jewish literature is exceptionally rich.
From now on, any exegesis of Acts will need to take into account this major work."
--Daniel Marguerat, University of Lausanne, Switzerland

"Early Christianity developed in a complex and multifaceted context, one that Craig Keener masterfully
presents in this socially and historically oriented commentary on Acts. As one has come to expect from
Keener, there is thorough knowledge and use of the best and most important secondary literature and
abundant utilization of a wide range of ancient sources. This is a commentary that will continue to serve as a
detailed resource for both scholars and students."
--Stanley E. Porter, McMaster Divinity College

"A monumental exegetical commentary. . . . Scholars and readers of the Acts of the Apostles will find it a
precious source for consultation. In addition, Keener's attention to the work of Luke-Acts and the
comparison he draws with Paul's letters will greatly profit those who are interested in the Third Gospel and
the person of Paul."
--Fr. G. Claudio Bottini, Faculty of Biblical Sciences and Archaeology (Studium Biblicum Franciscanum),
Jerusalem

"With a monograph-level introduction and solid, detailed use of background sources, Craig Keener has
provided us with a rich gem of a commentary on Acts."
--Darrell L. Bock, Dallas Theological Seminary



"Keener shows convincingly how broadly and deeply Acts participates in ancient Hellenistic and Jewish
thinking. This meticulous reconstruction fits well with his deep insights on Lukan theology in Acts. I expect
this to be a marvelous, impressive, and inspiring commentary!"
--Manfred Lang, Martin Luther University, Halle-Wittenberg
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From reader reviews:

Donn Chavez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 1: Introduction and
1:1-247 book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer involving Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 1: Introduction and 1:1-247 content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 1:
Introduction and 1:1-247 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Elnora Perry:

The experience that you get from Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 1: Introduction and 1:1-247
will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Acts: An Exegetical Commentary :
Volume 1: Introduction and 1:1-247 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 1: Introduction and 1:1-247 instantly.

Lupita Kirch:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 1: Introduction
and 1:1-247 was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Acts: An Exegetical
Commentary : Volume 1: Introduction and 1:1-247 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Marline Deluca:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume
1: Introduction and 1:1-247 to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open
up a book and examine it. Beside that the book Acts: An Exegetical Commentary : Volume 1: Introduction
and 1:1-247 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must



you're doing of their time.
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