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Thomas Philipp's study of Acre combines the most extensive use to date of local Arabic sources with
commercial records in Europe to shed light on a region and power center many identify as the beginning of
modern Palestinian history. The third largest city in eighteenth-century Syria—after Aleppo and
Damascus—Acre was the capital of a politically and economically unique region on the Mediterranean coast
that included what is today northern Israel and southern Lebanon. In the eighteenth century, Acre grew
dramatically from a small fishing village to a fortified city of some 25,000 inhabitants. Cash crops (first
cotton, then grain) made Acre the center of trade and political power and linked it inextricably to the world
economy. Acre was markedly different from other cities in the region: its urban society consisted almost
exclusively of immigrants seeking their fortune.

The rise and fall of Acre in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Thomas Philipp argues, must be seen
against the background of the decay of central power in the Ottoman empire. Destabilization of imperial
authority allowed for the resurfacing of long-submerged traditional power centers and the integration of Arab
regions into European and world economies. This larger imperial context proves the key to addressing many
questions about the local history of Acre and its peripheries. How were the new sources of wealth and
patterns of commerce that remade Acre reconciled with traditional forms of political power and social
organization? Were these forms really traditional? Or did entirely new classes develop under the
circumstances of an immigrant society and new commercial needs? And why did Acre, after such propitious
beginnings as a center of export trade and political and military power strong enough to defy Napoleon, give
way to the dazzling rise of Beirut in the nineteenth century? For centuries the object of the Crusader's fury
and the trader's envy, Acre is here restored to its full significance at a crucial moment in Middle Eastern
history.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Rosado:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City,
1730-1831 (History and Society of the Modern Middle East).

John Collins:

This Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City, 1730-1831 (History and Society of the Modern Middle
East) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City, 1730-
1831 (History and Society of the Modern Middle East) without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City,
1730-1831 (History and Society of the Modern Middle East) can bring whenever you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City, 1730-1831 (History and Society of the Modern Middle East)
having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Catherine Taylor:

This Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City, 1730-1831 (History and Society of the Modern Middle
East) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
little digest in reading this Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City, 1730-1831 (History and Society of
the Modern Middle East) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life along with knowledge.

Bradley Roberts:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those



books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
the book Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City, 1730-1831 (History and Society of the Modern
Middle East) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must
want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt
to change your life at this time book Acre: The Rise and Fall of a Palestinian City, 1730-1831 (History and
Society of the Modern Middle East). You can more appealing than now.
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