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The Family Court was a progressive reform of the 1970s. Now it is perhaps the most hated institution in
Australia. In the first Quarterly Essay of 2005, John Hirst investigates what went wrong.

This is a measured yet unsparing appraisal which interleaves individual cases with compelling legal and
moral argument. Hirst takes us deep into the workings of the Court and the domestic apocalypses it sees
every day.

He explores the Court's fervour to uphold the best interests of the child no matter what and traces its chilling
consequence: a court where malicious allegations regularly go unpunished. He notes the Court's enormous
power over individual lives, as well as its self-proclaimed status as a 'caring court', and wonders at its ability
to overlook the defiance of its own authority. In closing, he considers how to reform an institution that has
bred antagonism and extremism and too often entrenched paranoia and despair. Lucid and urgent, 'Kangaroo
Court' is a cautionary tale about the perils of high-mindedness when it comes to dealing with the breakdown
of families.

"When Family Court judges talk piously of the 'caring court', I wish they could hear the roar of pain that their
piety has caused." —John Hirst, 'Kangaroo Court'
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Quarterly Essay 17
'Kangaroo Court': Family Law in Australia is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lauren Marine:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Quarterly Essay 17 'Kangaroo Court': Family Law in Australia book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with Quarterly Essay 17 'Kangaroo Court': Family Law in Australia content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Quarterly Essay 17 'Kangaroo Court': Family
Law in Australia is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jamie Leal:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read. Quarterly
Essay 17 'Kangaroo Court': Family Law in Australia can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Donna Muniz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Quarterly Essay 17 'Kangaroo Court':
Family Law in Australia.
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