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From The Horse That, Trotting

 

The horse that, trotting with open heart

Against the wind, achieves bend and flow

Will live forever. So far, so good,

 

But they never do, until too late,

Bend properly and time spreads from

The momentary hesitations

 

Of their spines, circles their tossing necks,

Falls from their teeth like rejected oats,

Litters the ground like penitence.

 

This is where we come in, where the drop

Of time congeals the air and someone

Speaks to the discouraged grass . . .

 

Tricks of the Light explores the often fraught relationships between domestic animals and humans through
mythological figurations, vibrant thought, and late-modern lyrics that seem to test their own boundaries.
Vicki Hearne (1946–2001), best known and celebrated today as a writer of strikingly original poetry and
prose, was a capable dog and horse trainer, and sometimes controversial animal advocate.



This definitive collection of Hearne’s poetry spans the entirety of her illustrious career, from her first book,
Nervous Horses (1980), to never-before-published poems composed on her deathbed. But no matter the
source, each of her meditative, metaphysical lyrics possesses that rare combination of philosophical
speculation, practical knowledge of animals, and an unusually elegant style unlike that of any other poet
writing today. Before her untimely death, Hearne entrusted the manuscript to distinguished poet, scholar, and
long-time friend John Hollander, whose introduction provides both critical and personal insight into the
poet’s magnum opus. Tricks of the Light—acute, vibrant, and deeply informed—is a sensuous reckoning of
the connection between humans and the natural world.

 

Praise for The Parts of Light

 

“Hearne . . . strives to capture exactly what she knows she can't—the intense immediacy of animal
consciousness, a consciousness free of the moral vagaries and intellectual preoccupations that pockmark
human experience. Her style, smooth in some places, choppy in others, reflects both the wholeness of animal
presence and the jarring, fragmentary nature of human reason and reflection. Hearne's poems demand
participation, refuse passive enjoyment; she dares the reader to stay in the saddle.”—Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Tricks of the Light:
New and Selected Poems, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

James Benavidez:

This Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt which?

Marie Clemmer:

Beside this specific Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems in your phone, it could give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from at this point!

Candace Edwards:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Tricks of the Light: New and Selected Poems. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and



review this guide you can get many advantages.
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