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Mary Astell (1666-1731) is best known today as one of the earliest English feminists. She is also known as a
Tory political pamphleteer, an Anglican apologist, an eloquent rhetorician, and an educational theorist. In
this book, Jacqueline Broad interprets Astell first and foremost as a moral philosopher, or as someone
committed to providing guidance on how best to live and how to attain happiness. The central claim of this
work is that all the different strands of
Astell's thought—her theory of knowledge, her metaphysics, her philosophy of the passions, her feminist
vision, and her conservative political views—are best understood in light of her ethical objectives. To
demonstrate this, Broad examines Astell's major writings and traces her programme to bring
about a moral transformation of character in her fellow women. This programme draws on several key
aspects of seventeenth-century philosophy, including Cartesian and Neoplatonist epistemologies, proofs for
the existence of God, arguments for the immaterial soul, and theories about how to regulate the passions in
accordance with reason. At the heart of Astell's philosophy, it is argued, lies a theory of virtue and guidelines
on how to cultivate generosity of character, a benevolent disposition
toward other people, and the virtue of moderation.
This book will help readers to see Astell's feminist, political, and religious views in the context of her wider
philosophical vision. It provides a rich and illuminating account of a unique female-centred contribution to
the philosophy of the early modern period. It will appeal to students and scholars in philosophy, history of
ideas, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Philosophy of Mary Astell: An Early Modern Theory of Virtue.

Daniel Hutchison:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Philosophy of Mary Astell: An Early Modern Theory of Virtue suitable to you? The book was written by
well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Philosophy of Mary Astell: An Early Modern
Theory of Virtueis the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world with this book.

Raymond Jackson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read. The
Philosophy of Mary Astell: An Early Modern Theory of Virtue can be your answer given it can be read by
you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Donald Barber:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Philosophy of Mary Astell: An Early Modern
Theory of Virtue to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Philosophy of Mary Astell: An Early Modern Theory of Virtue
can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this
time.
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