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An utterly original and compelling novel from “one of our living masters (McSweeney’s), originally
published in 1998 and now re-issued by Grove with a new introduction--a conversation between the
author and Daniel Handler.

Paul Emmons has his faults—envy, lust, naiveté, money laundering, and art forgery to name but a few. A
fallen accountant and scamster, Emmons and wife Mary are exiled abroad, though they enjoy frequent and
inadvisable returns to New England, the region of his crimes, to check in on the property they own but
cannot claim.

With this, the stage is set for Drury's darkly comic novel of love, death, guilt, redemption, and the various
forms of clam chowder. Through a series of flashbacks and bizarre encounters, we see Paul's life as a college
student in Quebec; his unfortunate professional beginnings in Rhode Island as business associate of Carlo
Record, the one-armed president of the fraudulent company "New England Amusements"; and his stint as an
investigative journalist.

As time passes, Paul is tracked down by Carlo's cronies--Ashtray Bob, Line-Item Vito, and Hatpin Henry--
who try to coerce Paul into stealing the infamous John Singer Sargant painting "The Black Brook" from the
Tate gallery in London. Instead, Paul begs Mary, a painter, to reproduce the Sargant, in an attempt to outwit
Carlo and his henchmen; a plot that produces comic consequences.

Through it all Paul strives to find and accomplish his mission in life, and myriad characters contrive to tell
their stories—of broken promises, nightmarish evenings, and identities lost and found in this "irresistibly
droll portrayal of an All-American liar, loser, and innocent" (Kirkus).
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this The Black Brook.

Rebecca Bailey:

The book The Black Brook make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Black Brook being your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Black Brook. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

James Rogers:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Black
Brook.

Rick Beard:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Black Brook the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The Black
Brook giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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